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"It’s a lot of fun when you can speak English. People from other countries have a great sense of
humor, so it’s enjoyable to talk to them." These words, spoken by my homeroom teacher, Mr.

Sasahara, at Miyazawa Primary School, sparked my love for English. They were the beginning

of my journey with this fascinating language.

I started my English adventure by listening. I immersed myself in American and British music,
practicing pronunciation along the way. I also seized every opportunity to listen to live English
spoken by teachers and ALTs. Initially, I understood very little and often didn't know how to
respond. Frustration crept in, and I nearly gave up. But a teacher’s words resonated with me:
"If you believe you can’t speak well, you never will. Don’t you want to succeed, Genki? You can

definitely learn to speak.”

Those words reignited my determination. I committed myself to mastering English. Engaging
in conversations with ALTs and people on the street helped me understand their feelings and

brought me immense joy. I realized how enjoyable it was to connect with others through English.

Next, I focused on speaking. I began asking and answering questions in English during class
activities and beyond. I paid close attention to intonation and pronunciation, knowing that
slight differences could change the meaning of words. Words like "watermelon" and "February,"
and sounds involving 'R'and 'L, were particularly challenging. I practiced rigorously, engaging

in numerous question-and-answer sessions to build confidence.

"The only way to get used to speaking is to have lots of conversations," [ was advised. Gradually,
my fear of speaking vanished. This newfound confidence led me to participate in English
speech contests. It was exhilarating. I discovered a passion for using English and embracing

new challenges.

Looking ahead, I aspire to work internationally, perhaps as an interpreter or tour guide, and to
interact with people from diverse cultures. I dream of traveling the world, using English—a
universal language—to expand my professional horizons and forge friendships. I want to share

with others the joy and excitement of learning and using languages beyond their own.

In conclusion, English has transformed my life in ways | never imagined. From a hesitant
beginner at Miyazawa Primary School to someone who loves speaking and engaging with others,
this journey has been remarkable. I am excited about the future and the many possibilities that

lie ahead, all thanks to the power of language. Thank you.
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